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ABSTRACT . i ' , 

J In the belief jthat parents and 

tdgether are the best «eMs foir assuring that children will becoae 
skillful writers, this diicumenlk contains suggestions for parents that 
a^e designed to encourage a pokltiVe attitude toward writing in/ 
children. The first part^pf tlife docunent presents ten things tp do at 
(iime, including giving cfill^tire)ii gifts associated with writing^' 
sharing letters from friends aiid relatives with then, and encburaging 
them to write away for free gi^ts and information. The second part of 
ihe document -presents ten things parents do in conjunction with t 
sbhool writing programs, incluiing-Jcefeping an optimistic attitude 
toward early writing efforts and ,gtetting involved with teachers and 
Administrators to give writing ja high priority. '(HTH) 
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Dear Parent: 



We're pleased ypu want to know how to help the NC"^ effort to improve ' 
the writing"^ of yppng peoplk^arents and teachers working together are 
the' best means "for assuring that children and youth will. become 

iskillful wr,iters5. ^ ^ ' ' 

* . ■ » ' , \ ' - ' ' ..." 

Because the situation in every home is different, we can't say when tbe 

bfest time is to pursue each of the foll*»i1fig suggestions. In "^iny case, 

please be aware that writing sktll develops- slowly. For some, it comes 

early; for others it cpmes late. Occasionally a child's sk^'ll may even 

seem to go backwardsV^nelhel|ess, with your help and encouragement. 



the child will certainly progrjess. 

The meinbers of the National Council of Teachers of EnglHfih welcbrne your 
involvement in your child's education in writing. We hope yoirwill enjoy 
following these suggestions for helping your child become -a better writer, 
both at home and at ichool:. 

THINGS TO DO AT HOME 

1. Build a climate of words at home. Govpl^ces and see things with your 
child, then talk about what has been seetu heard, smel led,- tasted, 
touched. The ba'^is of good writing is gooa talk, and younger children 
especially grow into stronger control of language when loving adults— * 
particularly parents— share experij^ces and rich talk about those 



experiences. 



^ 



* \ 



2: Let children see yrfu write often, YouVre both a model ^nd a te/cher. 
If children never isee aduul wr^ite, ,they ga\n an impression that/ 
writing occurs only at school. What you do i^, as important as what you 
—say. Have chi rx|ren see yoff writing notes , to i^ends, letters tS 



• busirtfess firms, perhaps stories to share with the children. From time to 

^ ■ . ■ ''. / ' - 

time, read aloud what you .have written and ask the children /their 

opinion of what you've said. ^If it's* not perfect, so much /he better. 



Ming changes in what you write confirms for the child tMat revision 



if J a natural part-of writing, which, it is. ,^ 

3. Be as helpful as you can fn 'h(sl"ping children writ/. Talk through 
their ideas with tjjeiir, Jielp them discover what they^ant to say. When . 
they ask for help with spell ing^ pund;tuation, and /sage, supply that helf 
Your most effective role is not as a critic but / a helper. Rejoice in 
effort, delight in ic^eas^ and>esist the temptX'on to be critical: 

4. Provide a su1taW«-)>T-ate f6r children tp^ write. A quiet corner is 

best, the'child's own ptace^ if possible. ^/^f not, any flat surface with 

' • 

elbow room, a comfortable chair, and a,4ood tight will do. 

5. Give, and yicourage othe/4 to qp4e the child gifts associated w^th T 
writing. , ^ " ^: 
—pens of several kinds \ f ' 
—pencils of appropriate si^- and hardness * 

—a desk lamp , ^/ . • ^ \^ \ ^ 

—pads of paper, statioifery and envelopes— even stagjpl^ * ^ 

—a booklet for a dia/y or daily journal (Make -sure that the booklet 



is^ the child's priyite property; when children want to Share, they will.) 
—a dictionary af)f{ropriate. to the child's age' and needa.>^Most dictionary 
usi^ is for che^'ng spelling, but a good dictionary c6ntai\is fascinating 



inf<3rmatioh on word origins, synonyms, pronunciation, and so fourth. 
, --a thesaurus, for older children. Th>Ss^in help In the search for » 

the "right" word ' ■ ; ^ 
^ —a typewriter, even'a battered portable^ill dp, allowing for 

occasional .public ^messages ^ like neighborhood ne\«(spapers, play scripts 

'--erasers pr "whiite-out" liqu1(? for correcting errors that the child 
*7wants to repair without ifewriting. * 

6. Encourage (but do not demawrf} '^f reguent writing. Be patient with 
reluctance to write. "I have noth;lng to say" Is a perfect excuse. 
Recognize that the desire to write is a sometime thing. Ihere will, >^ 
be times wheh a child "burns" to write, others when the need is cooT. ' 
But frequency of writing Is important tio develop the habit gf wrrtiitig. 

7. Praise the child's effort^ at writing.^ Forget whdt happened to you 
in sch(Jifl, and re^sist the tendency to focus on errors Uf spelling, , 
punctuation, and other mechanical parts of writing. Eitiphasize the 
child's successes. For every error the child makes, thegp are. dozens 
of 'things he or sh^ has done Well. ^ ^ 

8. Share letters *from ;fr1end^ and relatives. Treat such lettersVas 
special events. Urge relatives. and friends'^ to wrj^e notes and letters 

•to the child, no matter how brief. Writing^S'6specially rewarding when, 
the child gets a response, l^en thank you/notes are in orcjer*^ after ai 
holiday especially, sit with the qhi-ld and write your own notes at the 



sameHirae. Writing t^n leTters (fpr tLn gifts) is a heavy burden for the 

■ ' ' ^ ' ■ • ' * ' , ■ • 

child; spaciB the work and be supportive. 

9. EncQur^,e*^e*child *o wpte away for Information, free^ Sampfes*,. 
travel * 6'rochu'refsr. For a g|reat many suggestions about whereto write 
djid \\6vi to write, purtSg^ a copy of the helpful U.S. Postal SeVvlce 
boo,lclet. All About LettersN avai Table p;»nrl5cTE 0^1.50 per ^py). . 



10. Be alert to occasions when the^chj^ld can be involved in writing. 
For example, helping witK grocery lists; adding notes at the end of 
parents' letters; sending .holiday and^ birthday cards^; taking down 
telephone messages; wr.it^'ng notes to friends; helping plan trips by 
writing, fon^ information; dra'fting notes to school for parental 
• signature; writing nofes^o better carriers and other service persons; 
"^repa"^ng invitations to family get-togethers. 

J 

Writing for real purposes 1§ rewarding, .find the daily activities of 
families present many opportunities for purposeful writing. Involving 
, fyo'ur child may take some coaxing, .tiut it will be worth your patient 
effort. 



7' 



THINGS TO DO FOR SCHOOL WRITING PROGRAMS.' * 

1. Ask td^e the child's writing, either the writing brought home . ' 
or the writing kept -irr folders at school. Encourage the use of 
writing folder*, bf^h at home a'r^d at school. Most writing should 
be kept, not thrown away. Folders are important means for helping 
both teachers and children see progress in writing skill. 

2. Be affirmative about the child's efforts in school writing.. Recognize 
that for every error a child makes, he or she will do many things right. 
Applaud the good things you see. The willingness to write is fragile: 
Yoyr ^timistic attitude toward the child's efforts is vital >to stregtheriT 
ing jthe writing habit. ' ' . * 

' ^ ^ ' » 

^^3. Be primarily interested in the content, not the mechanics of expression 
It's eas^ for many adults to spot misspellings, faiMty w^rd usage, and. 
shaky punctuation. Perfection in these escapes most adults, so don't 
demand it of children. Sometimes teachers--for these same reasons—will 



mark'onjy a, few mechaliical errors, leavinq fithers for another- time. What 
matters rn^st in i/riting is words, sentences^, -and 4^s. Infection in 
' mechani&s-'develpps slbwly. Be patient. 

4. Firid out if thildren are given writing tnstructjoTt and practice in ^ 
writing on a regular basisl/ Daily=writing is the^ideal r once a week 
is not often eno6gh. If^classes 4re "too large in your sqhpol , understand/ 
that it may not be possible for teaphe^rs to^ask as much writing- practice 
as they or you would likef'Trkist on smaller classes— no more than 25^ 



in elementary schools and no. mo;^'' than four classes of 25 for secondary 
scho61 EMli^h teachers''. 



5. Ask if eyery^ teacher -'is Involved in .helping youngsters write better. 

.Worksheets, ^lank-filling exercise^ multiple choice tests, and similar 

materials are sor^times used to avoid having children w^rite. If jchildren 

and youth are not being -asked, t-o writ6 sentences and paiiagraphs about 

science, hisjtory, geogr^ephy, and the other school subjectV/they are 

not^being helped to become better writers .t* All- teachers h^ve responsibility 

to help children improve therir writing skills, . , , ; * . - ^ 

■ ' - ■ ' ^ ^ ■. ■ ■ 

6.. See if youngsters are' being asked to wirite in a variety of-'^forms ^ ^ 

(Jetters, essays, stories., etc.) for a variety of purposes (to inform, 

persuade, describe, etc.), and for a variety of audiences (other students, . 

teachers, VriencIS, strangers, relatives, business firms)- Each form, 

-* 

purpose, and audience demands differeTlces of style, tone, approach, and 

choice of words. A wide variety of writing experiences i>s critical to 

- . / / - , ' 

deve^^ping effective writing.^ • ' . * ' • 

7. Check'tij see' if tfjere is continuing contact with the imaginative 

leaVri.to writT^b^Swriting;-. 



writing of skilled authors. White it's true we 
we also learn to write by reacfing. The works of talented authors^ should •/ 
be studied nohonly^or ideas but also for this writing skills involved. 



Good literatuif^e is an essential part of any effective writing program. 



8. Watcii, out for ''the graipar t;rap." Some peopl^ Tiiay .try to persuade 

^ - \ . * 

you that a, full understanding of English grammar is Reeded befo?6' 

students can' express themselves well. Some k;n6\j^ledge of grammar 1s^ 

useful, but too rT)uch time spent on study of grammar steals time from 

the study of writing. Time is much better 3pent in writing and conferring 
I?/ , • r^- , . 

with the teacher or otheystudents about each. attempt tq communicate 

in writing. ^ , \ 

9: Encourage administrators to see tihatteac^rs of writing have plenty 
of supplies— writing p£jf(er, teaching material^, duplicating and copying 
machines, '^qtionaries^ books about wj^it^fg*, and classroom libraries of 
good books'. V ^ 

It). Work thiniygh your PTA and your school board to make writing a high 
priqrtfy. Learnjabout writir)g and the ways youngsters leanf^tvO write. 
Encourpge publication of good student writing in schocfl newspapers^ 
Uterary journals ,\]ocal newspapers >nd^ magazines?." See that the high 
school's best writers are enter||| into the NCTE Achievement Awards in 
Writing Program or the Scholastic Writing Awards '^r other writing, contests. 
Let Everypne know that writingwriatters to yoy 

By becoming an active participant in your child's education as a writer, 
you will serve not/^nly your chiliK^ut other childr*en and youth as welK 
You have an important role to play, and- we encourage yoyr invblvemept. 



s 



